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 80% - percentage of students who don't know what to do in college 

(Major Decisions - http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/04/education/edlife/choosing-one-college-major-

out-of-hundreds.html)  

 75% - percentage of students who change their major at least once 

(The Developmental Disconnect in Choosing a Major: Why Institutions Should Prohibit Choice until 

Second Year - https://dus.psu.edu/mentor/2013/06/disconnect-choosing-major/)  

 41% - percentage of students who don't graduate from 4-year college in 6 years (59% graduation rate) 

(National Center for Education Statistics - https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_ctr.asp)  

 71% - percentage of students who don't graduate from 2-year college in 3 years (29% graduation rate) 

(National Center for Education Statistics - https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_ctr.asp)  

 50% - percentage of students who don't graduate from UNCG in 5 years (50% graduation rate) 

(University of North Carolina System - 

https://ung4.ondemand.sas.com/SASVisualAnalyticsViewer/guest.jsp?appSwitcherDisabled=true&report

ViewOnly=true&reportPath=/UNG/External%20Content/Reports&reportName=Freshman_performance)  

 45% - percentage of students who don't graduate from UNCG in 6 years (55% graduation rate) - 

(University of North Carolina System - 

https://ung4.ondemand.sas.com/SASVisualAnalyticsViewer/guest.jsp?appSwitcherDisabled=true&report

ViewOnly=true&reportPath=/UNG/External%20Content/Reports&reportName=Freshman_performance)  

 72% - percentage of students at UNCG in 2015 who graduated with college debt (average debt = $26,123 

- does not include those that do not graduate) 

(Institute for College Access and Success - http://ticas.org/posd/map-state-data)  

 36 million - number of adults with college credit and not degree in U.S. 

(Graduate Network - http://graduate-network.org/)  

 21% - percentage of adults in Guilford County have college credit and no degree (67,000+ adults) 

(Lumina Foundation Invests in Degrees Matter - https://communityengagement.uncg.edu/lumina-

foundation-invests-in-degrees-matter/)  

 5.6% - percentage of college graduates who are unemployed; 12.6% - percentage of college graduates 

who are underemployed (in jobs that don't require a college school degree); 17.9% - percentage of high 

school graduates who are unemployed 33.7% - percentage of high school graduate who are 

underemployed (in jobs that don't require a degree) 

(The Class of 2016, Economic Policy Institute - http://www.epi.org/publication/class-of-2016/)  

 40-50% - percentage of potential independent workers (freelance, consultants, etc) by 2020 

(Intuit 2020 Report - https://http-

download.intuit.com/http.intuit/CMO/intuit/futureofsmallbusiness/intuit_2020_report.pdf)  

 90% - percentage of potential independent workers by 2040 

(As shared by Donald F. Kuratko, Professor of Entrepreneurship, Indiana University at the 2016 

Experiential Classroom Workshop, University of Florida) 

 50% - percentage of occupations today will no longer exist by 2025 

(Fast Forward 2030: The Future of Work and the Workplace: http://www.cbre.com/Research-

Reports/Future-of-Work) 

 2.6% - percentage of those between ages of 15 to 34 self-employed in 2014, down from 3.9% in 1988. In 

2014, for ages 35 to 54, 8.2% are self-employed and for ages 55 and over, 6.4% are self-employed. 

(The Missing Millennial Entrepreneurs, US Small Business Administration - 

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/advocacy/Millenial_IB.pdf)  

 68% - percentage of employees in the US either not engaged (50.8%) or actively disengaged (17.2%) in 

their work. 

(Gallup, Inc. - http://news.gallup.com/poll/188144/employee-engagement-stagnant-2015.aspx)  
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 11% - percentage of college graduates thriving in the five areas of well-being: purpose, social, financial, 

community, and physical.  However, 17% of college graduates not thriving in ANY of the five areas of 

well-being. 

(Great Jobs, Great Lives, The 2014 Gallup-Purdue Index Report - 

https://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/galluppurdueindex-report-2014.pdf)  

 36% - percentage of adults who pursued or completed a postsecondary degree would chose a different 

field of study. 

(Gallup, Inc. and Strada Education Network - http://www.gallup.com/poll/211529/half-adults-change-

least-one-education-decision.aspx) 

 47% - percentage of college students that are purpose-oriented. 

(Purpose in Higher Education, Imperative - 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffreydorfman/2017/01/23/dispelling-the-myth-of-underemployed-college-

graduates/#54d0bc31502c) 

 31% - percentage of students expressed interest in replacing declaring a “major” with declaring a 

“purpose” and select courses based on obtaining knowledge that would help me move in that direction. 

(Purpose in Higher Education, Imperative - 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffreydorfman/2017/01/23/dispelling-the-myth-of-underemployed-college-

graduates/#54d0bc31502c) 

 85% - percentage of purpose-led companies that showed positive growth vs. 58% - percentage of non-

purpose led companies that showed positive growth. 

(2016 Workforce Purpose Index, Imperative - 

https://cdn.imperative.com/media/public/Global_Purpose_Index_2016.pdf) 
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